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Dear Grant Families, 

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our students  

and families as the 2019/20 school year gets underway. 

There are so many things for our students, staff, school,  

and community to be proud of as we enter a new year.  

As a Future Ready School, we have made strides toward 

each of our Future Ready goals, including: 

 

• Providing authentic and relevant learning experiences  

that meet the curricular needs of all learners. 

• Guiding students to become more self-sufficient and 

responsible by developing 21st century skills focused  

on collaboration, communication, creativity, critical 

thinking, and problem solving. 

• Increasing student engagement, student achievement, 

and academic rigor  

through personalized learning, differentiation, and equal access to technology. 

• Teaching students to be productive and ethical through digital citizenship  

and global awareness. 

• Empowering students with a voice and ownership in their education. 

• Improving the effectiveness and efficiency of education. 

 

To that end, each student received a District provided Chromebook. Our focus isn’t 

on the technology, but rather providing the tools necessary to meet the needs of all 

learners. These devices also work towards providing anywhere, anytime learning 

opportunities for all students.  

 

We renovated an additional twenty (20) classrooms this summer to provide 21st 

Century technology and furnishings that embrace student mobility and 

collaboration. We also completed renovations on the rooms that will be hosting two 

of our new courses, Tech Support Internship and Project Lead the Way – 

Introduction to Engineering. Lastly, we updated a number of our older restrooms. 

Continued on page 2 
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Superintendent letter continued... 

Teachers were hard at work over the summer, planning improvements to curriculum, instruction, and assessments. 

You can expect to see an increased use of Schoology, providing valuable feedback on student performance. 

 

Communication between home and school has always been important, but I believe it to be even more so as we 

continue on our Future Ready journey and seek out changes to improve the educational experience for our students. 

I encourage you to be in communication with your student’s teachers, members of the Student Services Team, and 

school administration, who are all here to see your student be successful.  We look forward to a great school year!  

  

Christy Sefcik, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

School Safety 
Welcoming all to a safe, secure, and supportive environment is one of Grant Community High School District’s ongoing goals. 

As part of that effort at the start of the new school year, this letter is intended to communicate several safety-related matters. 

 

• We maintain a secure campus and all visitors must report to the security station at our main entrance (door #1). At the 

security station, all visitors are asked to present a driver’s license or valid State ID for a background screening. Visitors 

without appropriate ID are not allowed into the building. Visitors who successfully clear the background screening, may be 

granted access to the building. Visitors who do not clear the screening will be addressed by an administrator, Student 

Resource Officer, or other school official. This layer of security compliments other ongoing safety measures, including 

safety training, video surveillance, security guards, and the electronic access-controlled doors. Campus opens for student 

access at 7:00 a.m.  From 7:40 a.m. – 3:10 p.m. all exterior doors are locked. 
 

• Another important and timely safety-related topic is “reunification.” There are a number of circumstances that could cause 

the district to evacuate students, release students early, or release students later than the normal schedule. These 

circumstances may include: severe weather or flooding, power or water outage, hazardous materials, or a crisis near or at 

the school. In situations like these, it may be necessary for families to come pick up students in a formalized and controlled 

release process in coordination with the local fire department, police department and school district. This is called 

reunification.  
 

• Reunification may be a time-consuming process. In the event a reunification is necessary, please be patient so that we may 

assure the safety of all students and staff during this controlled release process. It is our goal to reunify students with their 

parents as soon as it is safe to do so. Please understand that during an emergency, there may be a need to shelter students 

in a safe place within the school or move students to an alternative location. Multiple alternative locations have already 

been identified and procedures have been developed in case such a need arises. For the safety of our students, those 

locations will not be communicated in advance. 
 

• If a reunification is necessary at school or in an alternative location, parents will  

be notified through Skylert and provided reunification instructions. For that reason, 

it is important that your contact information is accurate and up-to-date. Changes 

may be requested by you directly through Skyward or you may contact the school  

at (847) 587-2561.  
 

• A Skylert emergency alert test will go out on Wednesday, September 4th  

at approximately 5:00 p.m. If you do not receive a call or email, please contact  

the main office at (847) 576-2561 and share updated contact information.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school. 



 

 

Continued on page  4 
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Principal’s Message 
Dear Grant Community, 

 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year. With so many exciting things happening 

throughout the Grant Community, it is a great time to be Bulldog! Our work 

continues to reflect our shared commitment to finding ways to improve student 

achievement for all students.   

 

Certified staff spent many summer hours on campus working to improve 

curriculum, instruction, assessment, and student services.  Moreover, summer 

construction projects have again improved our facilities, continuing to upgrade our 

physical building to support our students. Technology and infrastructure updates 

have also been successfully completed, and we are well prepared for the new  

school year.   

 

Our sustained effort to improve our curriculum, instruction, assessment,  

and student services is always at the forefront of improving student achievement, 

and over the summer we have certainly moved forward in these areas.  An incredible amount of certified staff was  

on campus over the summer working in teams to improve what students learn, how students demonstrate  

their learning, and planning for ways to support students throughout the learning process.   

 

To support this curricular work, we have expanded technology access to all students. Based on the data from the 

Future Ready Pilot in 2016/2017 and the Future Ready Field Study in 2017/2018 and 2018/2019, we were able to 

confidently move forward this year with the distribution of Chromebooks to all students. All students now have 

continuous access to technology before, during, and after school. Since taking the Future Ready Pledge, the goal of 

increasing technology has been to enhance the learning experience for students, not simply using technology for the 

sake of technology. To support instruction, all classes incorporate the use of Schoology, our learning management 

system, as the platform for our digital classrooms. This instructional enhancement is a significant step toward 

becoming a Future Ready School, and we are excited to see teachers and students embrace this new  

learning opportunity. 

 

An additional outcome of the Future Ready Pilot and Field Study was the understanding that the incorporation of 

technology alters the use of physical classroom space, student-student interactions, and student-teacher interactions.  

The traditional classroom furniture, while sufficient for more traditional instruction, is less than ideal when 

incorporating 21st Century Learning Skills. Therefore, for the third year, additional classrooms have been outfitted to 

be more conducive to 21st Century Learning. These improvements include interactive projectors, mobile furniture, 

and carpeting.   

 

We have also made significant improvements to the supports we offer to students outside the classroom. As parents 

and guardians, it is important that we know how our Student Service Teams (SST) support your students’ learning.  

SST is organized so that students, grouped by alphabet, will be working with specific deans, social workers, 

counselors, and psychologists. This team approach, first implemented in 2018-2019, helps students and parents get 

the necessary supports efficiently, while also allowing staff members to establish and maintain relationships with 

students and families. Please check our homepage under Student Services to learn more. 
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Principal’s message continued... 

Finally, I would like the thank our Keeping it R.E.D. Team for kicking the school year off in such a positive way.  

They coordinated our Red Carpet Welcome Back for freshman students on August 12 and all students on August 13.  

At the red carpet, staff members were at entrances giving out high fives, handshakes, and welcome-backs to every 

student as they entered the building. The kickoff is just the beginning of a year full of programming and events lead 

by our Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) Team.   

 

With all of this year’s improvements, I am looking forward to a spectacular year filled with positive student 

experiences and new opportunities for our students.  Our entire staff is focused and ready for to get students 

engaged in their learning, so please join us encouraging your student to make the most out of the opportunities 

Grant provides. Let’s make this a great year together! 

 

Keep it R.E.D., 

 

Mr. Jeremy Schmidt 

Principal 

Gala Dinner Dance 2019 

The Grant Community High School Foundation 

(formerly Partnership for Academic Excellence)  

was formed in 1985 to enrich opportunities for 

students.  The Foundation provides assistance for 

school-related expenses for students whose 

families are in financial need, scholarships for 

outstanding student achievements in academics, 

athletics, leadership, public service, and the 

performing arts, and funds for instructional 

technologies and innovative classroom projects.  

The Annual Gala Dinner Dance, held the first 

Saturday in November, is the primary source of 

fundraising for the Foundation. Volunteers donate 

their time, energy and resources so that our 

students may benefit from these outstanding 

opportunities. If you are looking for a way to be 

involved at Grant, this is a wonderful opportunity.  

There are many opportunities on the Committee – 

leadership, fundraising, organizing, recruiting, 

event promotion, event setup and much more. 
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Student of the Month 

Joseph Ngo 
The Grant Community High School September Student of the Month is 

senior Joseph Ngo, son of Hai and Oanh Ngo of Lake Villa. 

Joseph's academic achievements include induction into the National  

Honor Society during his sophomore year and he is currently serving as 

President.  He has been on Honor Roll each semester and he has earned  

the Daily Herald Leadership Team Award, the Rotary Youth Leadership 

Award, and Most Character Award from Mr. Weinmann.  He holds a 

remarkable 5.365/4.0 GPA. 

His extracurricular activities include Class Council, serving as Vice 

President for two years; Math Team - three-time Regional Champ and  

10th place at State; Founder and President of Computer Science Club;  

Table Tennis Captain - 3rd place at Seasonal Tournament; FBLA Treasurer -  

three-time Regional/State finalist and National qualifier; Boys’ Volleyball; 

and Girls’ Tennis Manager. 

Joseph has completed over 300 hours of service to his community.  He coordinated numerous National 

Honor Society service events, including Back-to-School Night, Spaghetti Dinner, and local festivals.  He  

is a Math Lab Tutor, Big Dawg Mentor, and a same-day surgery assistant at Vista Hospital. 

In addition to all of his school activities, Joseph enjoys working with kids, cooking/baking, programming 

robotics, and yo-yoing.  He also participates in Hackathons across the country, which are programming 

competitions that address real-world issues. 

His plans for the future include earning a major in computer science and then a master’s degree in artificial 

intelligence or an MBA. He is looking at University of California-Berkeley, Stanford, Princeton,  

or University of Illinois-Urbana. 

Nicole Gill 
Runner-up 

Educators  

of the  

Year 
Chris Robinson 
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Grant Community High School District 124  

Hall of Fame 

The Grant Community High School District 124 Alumni Hall of Fame was established in January, 2013.  The Alumni Hall of 

Fame went through a restructuring in 2018 to include recognition of Grant Community High School staff members, and was 

subsequently renamed the Grant Community High School Hall of Fame.  The Hall of Fame is designed to honor exemplary 

graduates or employees of Grant Community High School who have achieved distinction, outstanding accomplishment or 

significant contribution within their professions, communities, schools, families, or personal lives.  The program will also 

provide positive role models, and promote excellence and achievement, for our students. 

 

Grant Community High School is pleased to announce the selection of Mr. Tom Maple, posthumously, and Ms. Shaina 

Turley to the Hall of Fame. 

 

Tom Maple was a staff member of Grant Community High School from 1968 to 2000.  He taught physical education, health, 

driver education, and industrial technology for 25 years, and was a dean of students for 7 years.  Mr. Maple served in a variety 

of coaching roles, including assistant track coach, assistant basketball coach, and served as the Boys’ Varsity Head Basketball 

Coach for 25 years.  He experienced tremendous success on the court with 368 wins, the 2nd most in Lake County at the time of 

his retirement, and a record 25 years with the same coaching staff.  Coach Maple led the Grant basketball team to 5 conference 

championships and 6 regional title wins, while also coaching several teams into IHSA Sectional Tournaments.  He received the 

honor of induction into the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2002 and the Lake County Sports Hall of 

Fame in 2009.  Mr. Maple continued his dedication to Grant Community High School student-athletes long after his retirement 

by serving as a volunteer coach for the boys’ basketball program.  He was a dedicated mentor and role model to hundreds of 

student-athletes over the course of his career and had a special gift for making student-athletes, coaches, staff members, and 

friends feel like an MVP – Most Valuable Person.         

             

Shaina Turley graduated from GCHS in the Class of 2002. During her years at Grant, she was a member of the National Honor 

Society and Student Council. She was also a three-sport athlete each of her 4 years in attendance. Ms. Turley successfully 

obtained her undergraduate degree from the University of San Diego and subsequently earned a commission in the United 

States Marine Corps. She attended and successfully completed U.S. Marine Corps helicopter training and earned her Wings as a 

Marine Corps pilot. She was also an accomplished rugby player throughout her career, serving as captain and competing on the 

USA Rugby Women’s National World Cup Team in 2014, and received national honor in being named Athlete of the Year by the 

U.S. Marine Corps. She is currently serving as a Major in the U.S. Marine Corps and has provided security detail for a President 

of the United States and flown on combat and training missions all over the world. Shaina has a never-ending desire to learn and 

grow and recently earned a Masters in Business Administration through Keller Graduate School of Management. Shaina is an 

inspiration to many and her enthusiasm for life and passion to excel serves as an excellent role model for our students.  

 

Our inductees will take part in several homecoming activities, including a reception in their honor on September 12, 2019, an all-

school pep assembly, the varsity football game, and the homecoming parade.  

 

Please join us for the following homecoming activities to recognize our Hall of Fame recipients: 

 

September 12, 2019 A reception at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium lobby followed by a Board of Education meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

to formally recognize the inductions. 

September 13, 2019 Recognition at an all-school pep assembly in the afternoon and the varsity football game at 

approximately 6:45 p.m. 

September 14, 2019 Homecoming parade on Grand Avenue at 9:00 a.m.  
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FBLA Competes at Nationals 

Create. Lead. Inspire. It’s not just a motto, it’s the  

FBLA lifestyle. 

 

Future Business Leaders of America focuses on utilizing 

community service, academic competitions, and leadership 

experiences to build community-minded business leaders 

in a diverse, global society.  

 

For four days this summer, Grant’s FBLA team took a trip 

to San Antonio, Texas for the 2019 FBLA National 

Leadership Conference. This prestigious conference started 

with Coach Sherry Winn, keynote speaker, two-time 

Olympian, and National Championship basketball coach.  Priya Audipudy, Hunter Baisden, Isabella Ehresmen, Francis Fabian, Cameron 
Hartmann, Sarah Kubicek, Samir Muhammad, Shujath Mugeen, Johann Tan,  
Connor Rada, and Landon Klecka compete at FBLA Nationals 

During her speech, she shared her WINNER Principles to help our leaders rejuvenate, invigorate, and 

stimulate themselves and their team members/community. Coach Winn’s inspiring speech ignited a bigger 

fire for our FBLA members as 11 Grant students made it through the qualifying round! With all their hard 

work and determination, becoming National Qualifiers was a dream come true. Two members were able to 

push even further and place in the top 10! 

 

Connor Rada took ninth place in the nation for Securities and Investments, and Landon Klecka joined him 

for Intro to Information Technology! We are incredibly proud of everyone’s efforts this year and would like 

to extend the heartiest congratulations to Connor and Landon!  

Computer Science Club Comes to GCHS 
 

Just when you thought we couldn’t possibly add another club to our activity list! We are excited to 

introduce the newly established Computer Science Club. This club serves as a place where students can 

learn to code, build, and develop! Students will learn how to use Java, HTML, CSS, and JavaScript to create 

websites, apps, and anything else you can think of. No prior experience is required to join and all ideas are 

welcome.  

 

During your time in the Computer Science club, you can expect activities that revolve around software 

development, computer engineering, cyber bullying, and more! If you are interested in any of these topics, 

pursuing higher education, or entering into a computer science career, come to a meeting! 

 

The first (informational) meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 3. All regular meetings to follow will 

be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school, from 3:10-4:00 pm in Room 165. For further information 

about the club, please reach out to Mr. Grum. 
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Cheerleading Spaghetti Dinner 

Your Grant Cheerleaders will be hosting their annual Spaghetti Dinner on Thursday, October 

3rd, from 4-8 p.m. in the Grant Community High School Commons.  A traditional spaghetti 

dinner event will benefit the organization at the kickoff of its exciting season. The evening’s 

menu will include spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread, and a salad.  Soft drinks, water, and 

desserts will be sold.  The cost is $5 for Adults and Students, and Children 5 & Under are 

Free.  Tickets are sold in advance from any Grant Cheerleader and will also be sold at the 

door.  To go orders are available as well. Raffle tickets for great prizes and gift certificates  

will be sold at the dinner. 

See any Varsity, Junior Varsity, or Freshmen Cheerleader for details and tickets, or contact 

Carrie Joray at cjoray@grantbulldogs.org or extension 3782 with any questions or donations. 

We appreciate your support of our program! 

mailto:cjoray@grantbulldogs.org
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Our Wizard of Oz themed 

Homecoming week is approaching 

quickly! It’s a week jam-packed 

with dress-up days and events, 

during and after school. Hopefully 

everyone can join in and show their 

Bulldog spirit between Sept. 9 and 

Sept. 14! 
 

The week will kick off on Monday 

with “Lions, Tigers, Bulldogs, Oh 

My!”, where students are 

encouraged to dress up like 

animals. Monday morning from 

7:40-9:25, Seniors will be out in the 

community painting windows of 

local businesses. After school there 

are a lot of events students can 

participate in! Powderpuff players 

will begin practicing for 

Wednesday’s game. Juniors will 

practice from 3:15-4:15pm and 

Seniors will practice from 4:30-

5:30pm. Those that aren’t playing 

can paint class windows from 3:15-

5pm. Monday will be the last day 

that parade forms will be accepted. 
 

Tuesday is for “Following the Red 

Brick Road!” Students should 

show off their college or trade gear 

(nursing, military, etc.)! 

Powderpuff will practice from 3:15

-5:30pm (Seniors: 3:15-4:15pm. 

Juniors: 4:30-5:30pm). Today is 

also the last day for Seniors to vote 

for their King and Queen! 
 

Wednesday is “Dreaming of Oz” 

day. Wear what you wear to bed, 

but please follow the dress code. 

There will be a massive block party 

from 5-7pm with a DJ, games, and 

face-painting.  Bring your family! 

The Powderpuff game will also be 

happening from 7:00-9:00, so make 

sure you’re there cheering on the 

Juniors and Seniors! 
 

On Thursday, students will have  

us all seeing double with “Which 

Witch is Which” day. This fun, twin

-themed day will be filled with 

tricky witches, scurrying Totos,  

and a storm of flying monkeys. 

Remember to bring your ruby 

slippers for a quick escape from 

this magic mirrored day! 
 

And of course, Friday is “Show Toto 

Who’s Boss” spirit wear day! Come 

out in your Bulldog best and show  

off your incredible school spirit! 

There will be a pep assembly during 

school to get everyone pumped up  

for the football games that night! 

Freshmen play at 5:00 and the  

Varsity game kicks off at 7:15. 
 

The fun doesn’t stop there! Our 

Homecoming parade starts at  

 

9:00 a.m. on Saturday for the whole 

community to watch. If you would 

like to be in the parade, please click 

here for Parade Entry Form. There 

will also be building tours for alumni 

and community members starting at 

10:30. Later that night is the 

Homecoming dance from 7:00-10:00. 
 

Students can purchase tickets to the 

dance at the school bookstore from 

7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. starting on 

Monday, September 9th.  Tickets are 

$15.00 per person. Any student 

wanting to bring a date from out of 

school must complete the Guest 

Approval Form PRIOR to purchasing 

a ticket. Tickets WILL NOT be sold at 

the door.  Anyone attending the 

dance should review the Dance Policy 

and Dress Code by clicking here. 

  

With everything going on during the 

week, make sure you enjoy the fun 

before we head back to Kansas! 

 Any questions regarding 

Homecoming should be addressed to 

Ms. Jordan 

(pjordan@grantbulldogs.org) in Room 

184 or Mr. Barber in Room 280 

(kbarber@grantbulldogs.org). 

https://www.grantbulldogs.org/cms/lib/IL01904683/Centricity/Domain/4/Parade%20Form%202019.pdf
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/cms/lib/IL01904683/Centricity/Domain/4/Parade%20Form%202019.pdf
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/cms/lib/IL01904683/Centricity/Domain/4/DanceGuestApprovalForm.pdf
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/cms/lib/IL01904683/Centricity/Domain/4/DanceGuestApprovalForm.pdf
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=79
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=79
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=79
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GCHS Hardhat Update 
School may have been out for  

the summer, but Grant was in  

full swing with summer 

improvements! The biggest 

overhaul was renovating the  

main hallway which used to 

house computer labs. This project 

took all summer, but was well 

worth it. The three computer labs 

have been turned into four 

classrooms that now serve as rooms for TSI, Project Lead the Way, and the Tech Department. The final 

classroom’s use is still being determined as Grant grows its curriculum options. Other than creating a fourth 

space, our hard working crew updated the heating and air conditioning for the hallway and gave each space a 

full makeover! The old computer labs got the job done, but our new spaces are even better than expected. With  

new floors, ceilings, and furniture, the main hallway is no longer living in the past! 

 

Along with the updated main hallway, Grant is happy to introduce our newly remodeled bathrooms! Some 

Bulldogs would agree that even though we have been progressing with the times, a few bathrooms in the school 

were living in the past, but not anymore! Five of our bathrooms received all new plumbing, in addition to new 

flooring, wall tiles, ceilings, heating and air conditioning, and lighting. It was a crazy and hectic summer with all 

the construction, but we did not stop there! 

 

Our last improvement, and last stop on this tour, is the library. Since the library’s addition in 2006, it has not 

needed many changes and that remains true now. Over the summer, our Maintenance Department rearranged 

the library’s furniture to create a more open and efficient work space for students. With the implementation of 

Chromebooks for every student, there was no longer a need for the three workstations in the middle of the 

library. However, there was a need 

for additional outlets so students had 

more options for charging locations. 

Students can now find an outlet in 

seconds without looking under 

bookshelves. 

 

We are excited about all the 

improvements we have made and  

are glad that we could share all of this 

with our students and staff. 

This what our computer rooms/classrooms in the main hallway used to look like. 

Our older classrooms have been updated to match our “Future Ready” attitudes. 
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Since Grant took the Future Ready Pledge, there have been numerous additions to our curriculum to 

create an environment where students have opportunities to grow in a technology-based world. Part of 

our plan moving forward was to distribute Chromebooks to every student. This was no small task as 

there was more work ahead of us. Principal Schmidt stated, “we knew that as soon as we were 

distributing Chromebooks to students, we needed a system in place to support those devices.” This is 

when the Tech Support Internship (TSI) was born. 

 

TSI serves as a full-year course for students to learn in an authentic environment where they are 

developing core technology knowledge, providing customer service, while also earning industry 

credentials. When students are not working the front desk, replacing keyboards, or running loaner 

Chromebooks to students in classes, they are given time to work toward certifications (ex. Adobe, 

Microsoft Office, CompTIA A+, etc.). Divisional Administrator, Blair Schoell, states, “the goal for TSI in 

its inaugural year is to successfully implement the program and provide students with opportunities as  

a result of their experience.” Although we are less than a month into the school year, our TSI interns  

have definitely gained a great deal of experience! In the first week of the school year, the TSI team  

served nearly 400 customers (students/staff) and closed 109 tickets!  

 

The TSI interns are always bustling around the 

room, fixing whatever they can. When asked why  

he joined TSI this year, Senior Rylan Atkinson, said, 

“I am a big fan of tech, and I thought that taking  

a class where I work on computers, getting 

certifications, and helping out the school would be  

a lot of fun.” With the help of our TSI supervisors, 

Mr. Schaap, Mrs. Highley, and Mrs. Havenga,  

the TSI team is shaping up to have a  

successful year. 

 

Interested in becoming a TSI intern? Talk to your 

counselor about enrolling for the 2020-2021 school 

year. If you have questions about the course, talk 

with Mr. Schaap, Mrs. Highley, or Mrs. Havenga. 

T 

S 

I 

Along with the addition of TSI, we have 

added a new curriculum path for students 

interested in engineering. Most of our 

feeder schools have STEM/STEAM 

programs for their students. Due to that fact, we have seen a growing interest level in similar programs. To best 

serve our students wants and educational needs, we have created four sections of Project Lead the Way (PLTW).  

In its initial year, we are offering Introduction to Engineering Design and currently have 68 students enrolled! 

 

Students enrolled in Introduction to Engineering Design will dig deep into the engineering design process, applying 

math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects like designing a new toy, or improving an existing 

product. PLTW offers a four-year curriculum course for students pursuing their interest in engineering and we plan 

to further this curriculum at Grant as students progress through the course.  

Project Lead the Way 
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PBIS 
At Grant, we encourage all of our students to Keep It R.E.D. Our PBIS Committee has worked to implement 

strategies and programs to make Grant a great place for students to learn. PBIS stands for Positive Behavior 

Interventions and Supports. It’s a proactive systems approach to establishing the behavioral supports and social 

culture that is needed for all students to achieve social, emotional and academic success. 

 

Our acronym, R.E.D., stands for Respectful, Engaged, and Dependable. We expect our students to display those 

three characteristics in all areas of the school, including in the classroom, the common areas, and during 

extracurriculars. Throughout the building, we reward our students with Bulldog Bucks, a tangible way to recognize 

our students’ positive behavior. When students earn Bulldog Bucks, they can turn them in to be entered for a raffle. 

Each week and every quarter, names are drawn to select the winners. Prizes include: a parking spot for the week, 

sporting event tickets, PBIS gear, dance tickets, pizza parties, and donut parties. 

 

On the first full day of school, August 13, we rolled out the red carpet to welcome our students back. We had 

teachers and staff at the main entrances cheering for everyone, giving out high fives and handshakes. It was a great 

way to start the day and we love seeing how excited our students get when they see us! 

 

To kick-off the beginning of the year, we are partnering with the Lake County Regional Office of Education for their 

2019 Attendance Week Challenge. They recognize the top 10 high schools in the county with the best attendance 

percentage for the week of September 9. Last year we took first place with 98.6%! Let’s do it again! We’ll be awarding 

the TEAM room from each grade level with the best attendance percentage for the week. They get to pick their prize: 

a breakfast, pizza, or ice cream party!  

 

Have a great school year and Keep It R.E.D.! 

Congratulations to our first  

Bulldog Bucks Winners of the  

2019-2020 school year!  

 

Great job Keeping it R.E.D.! 

 

9th—Thomas Lambert 

9th—Tyler Leanes 

10th—Anastasia Pavlatos 

10th—Jonathan Badua 

11th—Hannah Hendrix 

11th—Erin Schimenti 

12th—Emme Brockman 

12th—Madelyn Hillesheim 



 

 13 



 

 

Military Information 
Student Directory 

 

 As part of federal legislation, schools are required to release directory information for all students as 

requested by military recruiters. Student Directory Information includes the student’s name, address, 

and phone number. Parents have the right to request that this information not be disclosed without 

written consent. If a parent wishes not to disclose directory information about their student, direct a 

written or email request to jmartin@grantbulldogs.org by October 15, 2019. There is no reason for you 

to give a written or email request for your student if you already have done so.  The written or email 

request will remain on file for the remainder of the student’s high school career.  

14 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Please contact your student’s guidance counselor for any questions at 847-587-2561. 

Follow the counseling department on Twitter for updates about scholarships,  

college visits, and much more @GrantCounselors 

Career Center News:   
• September 3: Penwasciz Health Careers program 

application opens online 3:30-6:30pm only. 

• September 11: Penwasciz Health Careers program 

application opens online 3:30-6:30pm only 

information session for freshmen-juniors.  Email 

Mrs. Oddo for details at doddo@grantbulldogs.org.  

• September 11: United Airlines Career Day 

registration begins at 10am: avaition.siu.edu  

• September 18: Trade and Manufacturing Day in the 

Senior Cafe during lunch periods.  Stop by and talk 

with representatives from carpentry, construction, 

manufacturing, and more. 

• September 27:  Northwestern Medicine Discovery 

Program application due.   
 

Website Resources: 
• SAT - www.collegeboard.org 

• ACT- www.actstudent.org 

• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep-  https://

www.khanacademy.org/ 
 

Reminders: 
• September 14 ACT 

• September 16-20 Senior Week 

• September 17 Periods 4 and 10; College Info/

Financial Aid Assemblies (not mandatory) 

• September 18 College Information Night 

• September 25 Financial Aid Night 

• Beginning September 16 senior post high school 

planning meetings with counselors 

 

• Oct. 5 - SAT National Testing (Saturday at GCHS) 

• Oct 16 - ASVAB Testing After School 

• Oct 17 - College Fair at CLC  

• Oct 26 - ACT 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming College Visits at Grant: 
• Rockford University- Monday, 9/9 5 period 

• Marquette University- Monday, 9/9 9th period 

• University of Illinois Chicago -Wednesday,  

9/11 2nd Period 

• Michigan Tech- Wednesday, 9/11 9th period 

• University of Illinois Springfield- Wednesday,  

9/11 10th period 

• Ball State University- Tuesday, 9/17 5th period 

• St. Olaf College - Tuesday, 9/17 11th Period 

• Lake Forest College- Monday, 9/23 5th period 

• North Central College- Tuesday 9/24 5th period 

• Aurora University- Tuesday, 9/24 9th period 
 

Exploring military options for seniors at Grant:  

Here is a list of the military branches that will be doing 

lunch room visits 5th – 9th period in the senior café this 

school year.  Materials can also be found on our post 

high school planning board outside the main 

commons.  

Navy – Richard Suggs (2nd Thursday of each month) 

Army National Guard – Tania Castrejon (1st Thursday 

of each month) 

Army-  Pedro Rosas ( 1st Tuesday of each month) 

Marines– Sgt. James Hernandez  ( 4th Tuesday of each 

month) 

Air Force – Micahel Filipkowski ( 4th Thursday of each 

month)  

mailto:doddo@grantbulldogs.org
http://www.avaition.siu.edu
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
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Calendar 

September 

 
Sept. 2   Labor Day, legal school holiday 

Sept. 4   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Sept. 11   Progress Reports 

Sept. 11   Block party & Powderpuff game 

Sept. 12   Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

Sept. 13   Homecoming Football Game 

Sept. 14   Homecoming Parade, 9:00 am 

Sept. 14   Homecoming Dance 

Sept. 18   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Sept. 18   College Information Night 

Sept. 25   Parent University, College/Financial Aid Night 

Sept. 27   Institute Day, no student attendance 

 

October 

 
Oct.5   SAT National Testing (at GCHS) 

Oct. 9   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Oct. 10   Picture Day Retakes 

Oct. 14   Columbus Day, legal school holiday 

Oct. 15   Progress Reports 

Oct. 16   State Testing (Freshmen/Sophomores/Juniors) - Tentative 

Oct. 16   ASVAB Testing (after school) 

Oct. 16   Parent University, Techin’ It to the Street 

Oct. 24   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 5:00-8:00 pm 

Oct. 25   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 8:00 am—Noon 

    No student attendance 

Oct. 30   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

 

November 

 
Nov. 6   Parent University, AP Parent Night 

Nov. 13   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Nov. 15   Progress Reports 

Nov. 27-29   Thanksgiving Recess, no school 

 


